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M 

First Term Examination, 2016 – 17 

Subject: English core 

Class: XII 

Time: 3Hrs           M. M.: 100 

 

General Instructions: 

(i) This paper is divided into the three section: A, B and C. All sections are compulsory. 

(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. 

Read these instruction very carefully and fallow them faithfully. 

(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions. 

  

SECTION: A (READING 30 Marks) 

1. Read the passage given below carefully: 

1. Today, we live in a world contacting someone, sharing our journeys are well as our 

thoughts is just one click away. Social networking sites are now available to cater to one’s 

immediate social needs. These networking sites have made it possible for us to chat with 

friends who live in distant places as well as share with them pictures and videos of 

whatever we are upto instantly. No doubt, Social Networking sites are of great help in the 

youth’s daily life; however, it has positive effects which depend on how a person will 

utilize it. 

 

2. As we all know, the youth of today would use social networking sites in order to pour out 

all their ideas and emotions. They would post or tweet anything that they in mind as well 

as, “like” or “share” posts, pictures or links which they think are interesting. All these 

activity may be a teenager’s way of releasing stress. It is also one way for sharing with 

others different knowledge which are not taught in school of sharing links, pictures or 

video about details or a place, a thing, or a topic which has been overlooked during a 

discussion in class. 

 

3.  Indeed, the youth are able of benefits form his features of social networking sites; 

however, these are also negative effects which go with this. There are certain studies 

which show how that excessive expression of thoughts can lead to turning our youth vain 

and ego – centric. There are those people who post negative thing about whom they have 

had conflicts with. There are a lot of people who do not think thoroughly about what they 

are about to post. They tend to prioritize what they feel than the effects of the act that 

they are about to do. Cyber bullying also emerged because of this. There are those who 

blackmail people by threatening them that they would post something embrassing 

regarding that person of they don’t abide by what the cyber bully wants. 

 

4.  Apart from expressing ideas and emotions the youth use these sites in order to 

communicate with other people. It is cheaper than using a cellphone because they 

wouldn’t have to spend in order to text or call their friends using cellular phones. It is 

faster than snail mail because would not have to go the post office to mail it and wait for a 

few days just so your friend can receive it. It makes communication easier and faster. 
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They would not have to worry about spending money on transportation as well as on 

load just to meet up with friends. This makes everything convenient for modern youth; 

however they should know how to use them properly. 

 

5. There are also those who prefer to explore the more functional side of these networking 

sites by using it for school related or academic purposes. There are students who would 

arrange online conferences in order to talk with each other regarding group projects after 

school hours. Some would decide to create Facebook pages or Yahoo groups for their 

section/classes. They use their groups in order to remind each other about homework 

and projects which are nearing the deadline. They sometimes use these sites to announce 

upcoming school events as well as the details of the projects given by the teachers.  

 

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage answer each of the 

questions given below with the help of options that follow:    (4) 

(a) The youth of today use social networking sites in order to ………… 

 (i) express their ideas and emotions 

 (ii) earn their living 

 (iii) threaten others 

 (iv) waste their time 

 

(b) In order to carter to one’s immediate social needs ………… 

 (i) social group are available  

 (ii) Government hospitals are available 

 (iii) social networking sites are available  

 (iv) nothing is available 

 

(c) Now a days we prefers to use social websites to communicate because ………… 

 (i) they are cheaper, easier and faster 

 (ii) they are costly and time consuming 

 (iii) then refresh us 

 (iv) other options of communication are not upto the mark 

 

(d) Students arrange online conferences in order to ………… 

 (i) make gossips 

 (ii) talk with each other regarding group projects 

 (iii) talk about movies, games and entertainment 

 (iv) sing group – songs. 

 

Answer the following questions briefly:       (6) 

(e) How is social networking site betters than traditional post office mail system? 

(f) How can we use/utilize social networking sites to communicate with friends/others? 

(g) What activities do the youth and teenagers do to release stress? 

(h) What is the negative effects of excessive expression of thoughts? 

(i) How does cyber bullying take place? 

(j) How do the students utilize social networking sites for the academic purposes?  
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(k)  Find words from the passage which mean the same as each of the following: (any one) 

 (i) going beyond the usual, necessary or proper limit (para 3) 

 (ii) a meeting for consultation or discussion (para 5) 

 

2. Read the passage carefully: 

1. The basis inception of corruption started with some opportunistic leaders who have 

already done greater damage to our nation. People who work on right principle are 

unrecognized and considered to be foolish in the modern society. Corruption in India is a 

result of the connection between bureaucrats, politicians and criminals. Earlier brides 

were paid for getting wrong things done, but now bride is paid for getting right thing 

done at right time. 

 

2. In most of the offices one has either to give money to the employee concerned or arrange 

for some sources to get work done. There is adulteration and duplicate weighing of 

products in food and civil supplies department by some unscrupulous workers who cheat 

the consumers by playing with the health and lives of the people. In the assessment of 

property tax of officers charge money even if the house is built properly according to the 

Government rules and regulations. 

 

3.  Political corruption is worst in India. The major cause of concern is that corruption is 

weakening the political body and damaging the supreme importance of the law governing 

society. Elections in many parts of the country have become associated with a host of 

criminal activities. Threatening voters to vote for a particular candidate or physically 

prevent voters form going into the polling booth – specially weaker sections of the society 

like tribals, Dalits and rural woman occurs frequently in several parts of the country. 

 

4.  Tax evasion is one of the most popular forms of corruption. It is mostly practiced by 

Government officials and politicians who lead the accumulation of black money which in 

turn spoils the moral of the people. 

 

5. The most important factor of corruption is the nature of the human being. People in 

general, have a great thirst for luxuries and comfort and as a result of which they get 

themselves involved in all unscrupulous activities that result in monetary or material 

benefits. Moral and spiritual values are not given utmost importance in education system, 

which is highly responsible for the deterioration of the society. The salary paid to 

employees is very less and as a result of which they are forced to earn money by illegal 

ways. The punishment imposed on the criminals involved in the corruption are 

inadequate. 

 

6. Under the act of RTI one has right to ask the Government on any problem which one 

faces. There is a public Information officer (PIO) appointed in any Government 

department, who is responsible for collecting information wanted by the citizen and 

providing them with relevant information on payment of a nominal fee to the PIO. If the 

PIO refuses to accept the application or does not provide the required information on 
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time, then the applicant can make a complaint to the respective information commission, 

which has the power to impose a penalty upto Rs.25,000 on the errant PIO. Another 

potent check on corruption in Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) which is set up by the 

Government to advice and guide Central Government agencies in the areas of vigilance. 

Strong laws need to the enacted which gives no room for the guilty to escape. 

 

 On the basis of your understanding of the over above passage answer the questions 

that follow with the help of given options:      (2) 

(a)  If the PIO refuses to accept the application or does not provide the required information

 on time, the applicant can ……………      

 (i) call the police. 

 (ii) make a complaint to the respective information commission. 

 (iii) straightway impose a penalty upto Rs.25000 on him. 

 (iv) abuse him. 

 

(b) Some unscrupulous workers of food and civil supplies department cheat the consumers 

by ………….. 

 (i) adulterating and duplicate weighing or products. 

 (ii) providing them cheaper products. 

 (iii) providing the wrong information. 

 (iv) providing the wrong information. 

 

 Answer the following question briefly:       (6) 

(c) What is CVC? 

(d) What is the duty of PIO? 

(e) Mention important factors which are responsible for corruption. (any two) 

(f) What happens to those who works on right principles in the modern society? 

(g) How does political corruption take place during elections? 

(h) Name one of the most popular forms of corruption. 

 

 Find words from the passage that mean the same as the following:  (2) 

(i) beinning/start (para 1) 

(ii) to make something impure by adding inferior materials or elements (para 2). 

 

3. Read the passage given below carefully: 

The worth of a civilization can be judged by the position that it gives to women. Of the 

several factors that justify the greatness of India’s ancient culture, one of the greatest is 

the honoured place ascribed to women. Manu, the great law giver, said long ago, ‘where 

women are honoured there reside the gods.’ According to ancient Hindu scriptures no 

religious site can be performed with perfection by a man without the participation of his 

wife. Wives are thus befittingly called ‘Ardhangani’ (betterhalf). They are given not half 

important but equal position with men. 

But in the later period the position of women went to deteriorating due to different 

influences. They were deprived of their right of equality with men. They were compelled 

to keep themselves with the four walls of their houses with a long veil on their faces. But 
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in the wake of Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s movement against women’s subjugation to men 

and British influence on Indian culture and civilization the position of women and once 

again undergone a change. 

As a result of their newly gained freedom Indian woman have distinguish themselves in 

various spheres of life as politicians, orators, lawyers, doctors, administrators and 

diplomats. They are not only entrusted with work of responsibility but also they perform 

their duties very honestly and sincerely. 

It is a fact that women are intelligent, hardworking and efficient in work. They put heart 

and soul together whatever they undertake. As typists and clerks they are now competing 

successfully with men. They are striving very hard to reach highest efficient and 

perfection in the administrative work. They are not only sweet tongued but also honest, 

efficient and punctual in their jobs as receptionists, air – hostesses and booking clerks at 

railway reservation counters. 

Another job in which Indian women are doing so well is that of teachers. In country like 

India where millions are grouping in the darkness of illiteracy and ignorance efficient 

teaching to the children is most urgently needed. By virtue of their love and affection for 

the children the women have proved the best teachers is the Primary and Kindery Garten 

schools. They can better understand the phychology of a child than the male teachers. 

Women have been serving India admirably as doctors and nurses. Lady doctors have 

been to perform efficient surgery by virtue of their soft and accurate fingers. They have 

monopolished as nurses in the hospitals and nursing homes. Very few men have been 

able to compete with them in this sphere because the women have natural tendency to 

serve and clean. 

Women’s contributions in politics and social services have also been quite significant. We 

can not fail to mention of the name of Indira Gandhi who shone so brilliantly in the 

firmament of India’s politics. 

(a) On the basis of your reading of the above passage, make notes on it using headings 

and SUB – Headings. Use recognizable abbreviations (wherever necessary minimum four) 

and a format you considered suitable. Also supply a little to it.    (5) 

(b) Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words.     (3) 

 

SECTION – B (WRITING 30 Marks) 

4. YOU are Preeti/Preet, student Editor of your school magazine PRATIBHA which is going 

to be published and released in the month of December 2016. Write a notice for school 

notice – board in 50 words inviting contribution from students and giving details. 

       OR 

 You want to dispose of your car as you as going abroad. You are Asha/Ashish. Your 

contact no. 9686xxxxxx. Draft an advertisement to be published in a national daily under 

classified column. (50 words) 

 

5. You are Manisha/Manoj, 14, Mall Road, Delhi. You feel strongly about increasing tendency 

of consuming alcohol among the youth. Write a letter to the Editor of a newspaper 

critising the evils of drinking.        (6) 

       OR 
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 You are Deepak/Deepika, 3B, Sector – 4, Sahibabad, Ghaziabad, U. P. You saw the 

following advertisement published in a newspaper for the post of the Medical 

Representative. Apply for the same, giving your detailed Resume. Invent all the necessary 

details. 

   

Wanted 

A science Graduate to work as Medical Representation for a renowned medical 

company. The candidate should be fluent in English and should possess good physical 

good personality. Apply with detailed Resume to the Post Bag No. 8 C/o The Time of 

India, N – Delhi – 110002. 

 

  

Q6. You are Monika/Manish. You have witnessed crowd in coaching centres. Going for tuition 

classes for extra coaching has become a regular practice. Write an article on ‘Craze for 

coaching Classes’ in 150 to 200 words. 

       OR 

 You are Kanika/Karan. Write an article in 150 – 200 words for four school magazine on 

the topic, ‘Life without Modern Gadgets.’ 

 

Q7. Children dwelling in cities rarely play outdoor games. They have different attraction like 

video games, computer games and television etc. As a result avoid playing outdoor games. 

Write a speech in about 150 – 200 words to be delivered in the school morning assembly 

on ‘Value of Outdoor Games’. You are Smita/Sumit. 

       OR 

 You visited ‘International Trade Fair’ at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi. You witnessed the 

different activities. You visited all the pavilions and stalls. As the reporter of the Delhi 

Times, write a report in 150 – 200 words.  

 You are Abhinav/Nandini. 

 

SECTION – C (LITERATURE 40 Marks) 

Q8. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:  (4) 

 and realized with pain 

 that she was as old as she looked but son 

 put that thought away, and looked out of young 

 trees sprinting, the merry children spilling 

 out of their homes, 

(a) What did the poet realise? 

(b) How did she feel? 

(c)  What did she do then? 

(d) Name the poem and the poet. 

 

      OR 

 The stunted, unlucky heir 

 of twisted bones, reciting a father’s gnarled disease, 

 His lesson, from his desk, at back of the dim class 
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 One unnoted, sweet and young. His eyes live in a dream, 

(a) Who is unlucky heir and what has he inherited? 

(b) What is the stunted buy reciting? 

(c) What is the stunted boy reciting? 

(d) Who is sitting at the back of the dim classes? 

(d) Why is the class room dim? 

 

9. Answer any four of the following question in 30 – 40 words each:   (12) 

(a) Why was Franzy in great dread of scolding at school? 

(b) Why is Saheb not happy working at tea – stall? 

(c) Why does the poet advise us to keep still? 

(d) Describe the upbrining of the royal prince? 

(e) Why did the domestic servants of Dr. Sadao revolt? 

(f) What sort of stories did Jack tell Jo? 

 

10. Answer the following in 120 – 150 words:      (6) 

 Describe the misadventure of Douglas When he was almost drowned. 

        OR 

 How did the peddler betray the confidence and faith reposed in him by the crofter in ‘The 

 Rattrap’? 

 

11. Answer the following in 120 – 150 words: 

There are moments in life when we have to make hard choice between being an 

individual and as citizens with a sense of national loyalties. Discuss with reference to the 

story ‘The Enemy’.          (6) 

      OR 

The king of Pratibandpuram had killes Ninety tigers and was eager to kill hundred tiger 

for a stupid reason. Man shows distressing and egostic attitude towards animals. Poor 

animals are the sufferers. Taking reference from the lesson ‘The Tiger King’ Write an 

article on ‘Cruelty towards Animals’ in about 120 – 150 words. 

 

12. Answer the following question in 120 – 150 words: 

 Describe the robbery episode at dawn in Bunting’s House.    (6) 

       OR 

How does Silas help Sally Qotes? How do people respond to this act? What is he eand 

result? 

 

13. Answer the following questions in 120 – 150 words: 

 What impression do you from about Mrs. Hall, the owner of the ‘Coach and Horses’ inn? 

       OR 

 Write the character sketch of Silas Marner. 

 

  


